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"~ + Shakertown, Mercar County, Xentucky

¥r,. Hanly Bohon

Harrodsburg, Kentucky

1817

Shaker‘Community.

Excellent,

Three storlies and attic {finished}:
alzo bssement.

Foundation: Native stone.

Exterior walls: Brick.

Interlor pertitions: Brick and frame,

- plastered,

Floorss Wood, random width ash, first,
second and third floors;
kitcehen, new yellow pine:
basement: earsh.

Roof': FPrame construction, covered with
standing seam metal.

This bullding, it 1s saild, bears the
gtamp of the old Pennsylvania brick
houses, and contains twenty-two rooms;
twoe of which are in the attic, ‘There
are five rooms, or comparlments, in
the basement,.

The stene used 1in this building was quarried from
the hills; the brick fired on the place, and the timber cutb
from the surrounding forest. No brick or stone has become
loose, nor have the floors the least appearance. of warping.
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The newel posts of the stairs are as golid today as when =
erechted. :

There are btwo shairways extending from the basement
to the attic., One of the stairs was for the exclusiwe use of
the men of the community, and the other for the exclusive use
of the women of the community. In each room, about six and a
half feet from the floor, sare ralls contalning psesgsg, about
g foot apart.

This is one of the many structures erectsd by the
community of a relipious sect known as "The United Society
of Relievers in Christts Second Appearance", but genarally
¢alled "The Shakers". They were very industricus, and thare
wer e numbered among them many excellent craftsmen. Thig
cormunity of “The Shakers" was orgzanized in this section of
Kentucky in 1805, and srected the first bullding. For more
than fiTty years the community flourished, and during 1860
there ware about six hundred members; many coming from
BEurone to this section to join the community.

From the "Banta Gensalogy" by Theodore M, Banta,
vublished in 1893, page 93, a brief statement of the origin
of Shakerisw in Kentucky may be of interest:

~"In the vear of 1800 bepan that extraordinary
movement known as the 'Xentucky Revival!, during
the progress of which religlious wmeetings were held
attended by as many as twenty thousand persons at
one tlme; the mesting being continued day and night
for several dsys. As an outgrowth of this awaken-
ine, Shakerism kad 1lts rise in Kentucky. A delsga-
tion from the community at New Lebanon, New York,
visited the State and found & hosgpitable resception
at Lthe house of John Banta, who was one of the first
to embrace their teaching",

The following is guoted From Book "A" of the
Church Record of the Soclety of Shekers:

"iay 27, 1817, the foundstion of the large
threg-gtory brick house called the Wast House
(vow Shaksrtown Tnn) was laid, the dwellinp houss
45 fTegat oy 55, the kitechen £8 feelt by 56, and on
the 18th of October, 1819, the fawily moved into it.
"Tn September, 1831, ws commencad our wataer
works, dlgginge out the spring and preparing it to

recaive the forcs pumps--and the work went into
full operation on the 30th of April, 1833",
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Addendum To

Shaker Centre Family Dwelling House
(Shakertown Inn)

Village Road

Pleasant Hill

Mercer County

Kentucky
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